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1.0 Introduction 

The Jewish people have a long history and deep ancestry roots, tracing their origins to the 

biblical times. The beginning of this special group of people called “Jews” was descendants 

of Abraham and he being the first Jew and founder of Judaism. Jews were evolved out of a 

common religion (or beliefs), most notably; monotheism.  The Jewish people developed 

customs, cultures, and an ethical system which identified themselves as “Jews”. [1]  

Tracking the movements of Jews and their ancient religious ideas of a promised land, I 

attempt to explore how the idea of a “promised land” kept dormant inside the Jews was 

rebirth and fuelled by the unfavorable circumstances and movement of the Jews around the 

world.  

2.0 Movements of the Jewish people 

The ancient Jews were conquerors but mostly recorded as being conquered and a nation 

without a land. Despite centuries of persecution, massacres and their dispersion among the 

world; the Jews were among only a few ancient people to survive up till this day. The most 

spectacular movement recorded in the Bible is the exodus of Jews who suffered in ancient 

Egypt. The Jewish people had been moving about trying to find and occupy their “promise 

land” which becomes their settlement and nation. Unfortunately, throughout Jewish’s history, 

the Jews moved involuntarily most of the time and were unable to stay put in their own land.  

2.1 Jewish Diasporas (Involuntary movements) 

The earliest mass movement of the Jews happened when they were forced to move into 

Goshen (Egypt) when faced with a famine in Canaan (a region encompasses modern day 

Israel and other neighboring regions). It is interesting to note that the ancient Jews believed 

firmly about possessing the land their God had promised. However, after the famine; they 

could have gone back to Canaan but they continued in the land of Goshen because they were 

in abundance. [2]  

 
 

[1] The Holy Bible, Genesis 34:14-16.  

[2] The Holy Bible, Exodus 1:6-7.   
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Not until a new king in Egypt forced the Jews into slavery that a defunct Egyptian prince who 

was born a Jew named Moses rose to the occasion and led the Jews out of Egyptian slavery. 

After trying to dispossess Canaan’s pagan inhabitants and to repossess Canaan, the Jews 

entered their Golden Age when David and Solomon was king. However, this was short-lived; 

in 722-720 BCE and 586 BCE, the Babylonian conquest ended the first Jewish 

Commonwealth. Much of the Jewish population was involuntarily sent into exile in 

Babylonia. In exile, the Jews were able to participate in the economic and social life of their 

new land and Judaism began developing a religious framework and a way of life outside their 

own promised land - Canaan (Israel). Judaism ultimately ensured the Jews’ national survival 

and spiritual identity which became vital in safeguarding the future of Jews as a nation. 

However, Judaism made the Jews too exclusive and distinctive as a ‘race’. This also made the 

Jews being seen as irrelevant to whatever society and context they live in. When the Persians 

conquered Babylon in 538 BC, the Persian King; Cyrus permitted all conquered people to 

return to their homelands. About 50,000 Jews returned to Judah (Israel) but many who had 

established new lives stayed in Babylon. Between the years 250 CE and 1948 CE (1,700 

years), Jews experienced an average of nearly one expulsion every twenty-one years [3]. Jews 

were expelled from England, France, Austria, Germany, Lithuania, Spain, Portugal, Bohemia, 

Moravia and seventy-one other countries.  

2.1.1 Difficulties of the Jews assimilating in Europe 

The Jewish national movement began in Europe, home of most of the world’s Jews. Modern 

Zionism [4], the movement for a return to Palestine (ancient Canaan); was inspired by Jewish 

association with the biblical Hebrews and the ancient land of Israel. Modern Zionism was 

also a direct product of the economic, political and social conditions of 19th century European 

Jewry which prevented the Jews from assimilation [5]. Jews has resided in Europe ever since 

they were expelled from Palestine by the Romans in the first century CE. They either  

 
 

 [3] http://www.simpletoremember.com/vitals/Why_Do_People_Hate_The_Jews.htm 

[4] Although there are many varied arguments on the differences between Zionism and Jewish Nationalism, I used the two    

terms interchangeably in this essay. 
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[5] Generally, Jews who settled in Western Europe were more assimilated than their "eastern" counterparts of the 

Soviet Union, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Rumania, and Hungary. They were more likely to speak the language of 

their host nation and less likely to be religiously observant. (http://remember.org/guide/Facts.root.whoare.html)      

emigrated voluntarily or were transported involuntarily to Europe. Until the modern era, Jews 

were considered outsiders in European countries, excluded from the mainstream of national, 

social and economic life, making assimilation difficult. Although the secular reforms of the 

French Revolution enabled the Jews to own land, practice law, teach in universities, vote, 

enter parliaments and serve as army officers; these secular reforms did not reach Eastern 

Europe where a majority of Jews lived. In czarist Russia, the Russian government imposed 

new restrictions on Jewish movement, places of habitation and employment. Jews were 

confined to specific areas of the empire, known as the Pale of Settlement. They were required 

to obtain special permits for travel or work beyond their ghettos. This showed how the 

Russian Empire (which included Poland) used political measures to prevent social technology 

ideas like the French Revolution promoting liberal democracies, secularism and modern 

ideologies from spreading into its empire; making life even more difficult for the Jews. 

2.2 Tipping points towards Jewish Nationalism 

In 1880s CE, Russian government-inspired pogroms broke out in which Jewish settlements 

were attacked and scores were killed. These pogroms, along with anti-Semitism; inspired the 

Jewish immigration from the Russian Empire to Western Europe and the United States. This 

also led to the first large scale immigration [6] of Jews from Eastern Europe, mainly from 

Russia; to the land of Palestine. 

Theodore Herzl, an assimilated Western Jew born in Budapest (Hungary) experienced similar 

anti-Semitism when he was a youth and this inspired him to be the founder of modern 

political Zionism. Herzl presented his analysis of the European Jewish problem and his 

proposed solution of establishing Jewish homeland either in Palestine or in Argentina. He 

argued that the Jews were unique, permanently and irrevocably alienated from society, 

 
 

 
[6] Also known as the First Aliyah (1882-1903). 
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destined to be universally hated. In my opinion, the many involuntary movements of the Jews 

are causing a tipping point where Jewish nationalism revived strongly in the hearts of the 

Jews.  (See Figure 3.0 under Conclusion & Observations, pg 5) 

2.3 How the idea of Zionism propagated in the 1800s CE 

Given the technologies of 1800s, Theodor Herzl (educated in Law and was a Journalist) was 

able to publish his propaganda pamphlets; he traveled through the Jewish communities of 

Eastern Europe to propagate his ideas. If there are no printing technologies at his time, his 

Nationalistic ideas would not have been able to propagate quickly. In addition, if there is no 

transportation advancement at his time; he would not be able to transport himself 

conveniently to Eastern Europe and show his enthusiasm and personify his ideas.  

2.3.1 The global marketplace of ideas and inspirations 

The activities and ideas of the imperialist Cecil John Rhodes on how he wrested control of 

Rhodesia from the Matabele and Mashona [7] became an inspiration to Herzl. Ideas belong to 

no one, it had always been global. Therefore, Herzl adopted Rhodes’ ideas and acted upon 

them because it was useful for the cause of Zionism. 

 2.4 How has the movement of the Jews shaped the world’s view about them? 

It is unfortunate that wherever the Jews moved to, anti-Semitism ideas sprang up in almost 

every society ranging from as early as the 2nd Century BCE till the 21st Century CE [8]. I 

believe this has to do with Judaism (Religion). During the Roman occupation, unlike other 

subjects of the empire, Jews had the right to maintain their religion and were not expected to 

accommodate themselves to the local customs. The Jews also attempted to convert Romans to 

their religion. To make matters worse, Christianity became the state religion of Rome in the 

4th century CE. There are numerous disagreements with Christianity and Judaism; Jews 

became objects of religious intolerance and political oppression. It had been argued that 

Roman policy prefigured European anti-Semitism. Anti-Semitism continued into medieval 

 
 

[7] Ovendale, R. (1999). The Arab-Israeli wars. New York: Addison Wesley Longman. 

[8]Wikipedia. (13 July, 2010). Timeline of antisemitism. In Wikipedia. Retrieved Sep 18, 2010, from 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_antisemitism 



5 
 

times. Wherever the Jews moved; they brought in their highly exclusive religion and sparked 

anti-Semitism in many local people. I believe the Jews were also hated for another possible 

reason, their prosperity and intelligence attributed to their family values; restrictions on inter-

faith marriages [9] (I don’t rule out the possibility of discouraged inter-race marriages) that 

made their genes and intelligence so distinctive, etc.   

3.0 Conclusion and observations  

I would like to summarize with a few key reasons for the inevitable rise of Zionism. 

1. From the long history of Jews moving around in the world involuntarily most of the 

time, Judaism was necessary in protecting the Jews from being fully ‘secularized’. 

2. Christianity and Judaism have stark differences. Imagine if Jews accepted Christianity, 

they might have fully assimilated into Europe.   

3. The world view of Jews: outsiders, convenient for being scapegoats, despised for 

committing deicide (Jesus), ostracized for  being arrogant because they were the 

chosen people. [10]  

I sum up my entire conclusion as an inevitable turning of a system of wheels symbolized by 

Jewish beliefs, involuntary movements and nationalistic ideas. 

 

 

Jewish Nationalism 
and the formation 
of the modern State 

of Israel

Involuntary 
movements

Judaism 
beliefsFigure 3.0: The stronger Judaism 

preserves the Jews, the faster the 

Jews moved involuntarily and 

eventually the quicker the modern 

State of Israel is formed. 
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